The link nurse system in relation to the specialty of tissue viability.
This article discusses the advantages and disadvantages, for both clients and healthcare professionals, of the link nurse system as used in conjunction with tissue viability. The advantages of such a system of care, i.e. what it actually provides in the way of evidence-based practice and its cost-effectiveness, will be analysed. The article also addresses the disadvantages of the link nurse systems, primarily by examining literature responding to negative attitudes shown by both hospital and ward managers. It will also question why the link nurse system is considered by some critics as one that may, in fact, deskill ward nurses rather than enhance their practice. Finally, this article will make suggestions as to how these disadvantages can be addressed.